VINE LEAVES from

ST. LEONARD’S

WORTLEY

MAY 2026

May Services at St. Leonards
Sunday 3rd May


Holy Communion with Rev. Chris Herbert
      at 11.00am

Sunday 10th May


Holy Communion with Rev. Christine Herbert      at 6.30pm
Sunday 17th May 
Holy Communion with Rev. Christine Herbert    at 11.00 am
Pentecost Sunday 24th May
Morning Praise 


  

      at 11.00 am
Trinity Sunday 31st May

Joint Benefice Communion Service at St. Peter’s Tankersley 













       at 10.30am
Rev. Chris will hold “drop-in” sessions at St. Leonards between 17.00 and 18.30 on the first Monday of each month  throughout the year (4th May this month).  He will be pleased to discuss arrangements for any church events you have planned - weddings, baptisms, etc.
***************************
St. Leonards is open to visitors EVERY WEDNESDAY from 11am to 3pm and there is a
‘Drop In’  TEA and CHAT session between 1 and 3pm
*****************************
SOCIAL EVENTS
[image: image1.jpg]



A Summer Tea Party when the weather gets a bit more ‘summery’!

Our usual happy event and ‘get-together’ with a scrumptious tea.
More details next month

***********
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THURGOLAND AND WORTLEY LUNCHEON CLUB

HAVE A FEW VACANCIES
IF YOU LIVE ON YOUR OWN IN THURGOLAND, WORTLEY, GREEN MOOR OR HOOD GREEN  ARE 65 OR OVER AND WOULD ENJOY
A TASTY MEAL AND GOOD COMPANY

COME AND JOIN US. WE MEET EVERY TUESDAY

AT THURGOLAND VILLAGE HALL
LUNCH AND A GAME OF BINGO £5.00

ALSO  
IF YOU CAN SPARE SOME TIME TO HELP - VOLUNTEERS FOR EVEN ONE TUESDAY A MONTH WOULD BE SO VERY WELCOME
TO JOIN OR TO VOLUNTEER PLEASE RING MARJORIE      TEL: 0114 2884669 

FOR FURTHER DETAILS
NEWS FROM THE BELFRIES
OF ST. LEONARD’S and ST. PETER’S
Wortley Tower News

Local Band Quarter Peal

There are two long lengths of ringing recognised by the Ringing World, the weekly magazine for bell ringers which has been published continually since 1911. A Peal, which is at least 5000 changes, rung continuously and a Quarter Peal which as the name suggests is at least 1250 changes rung continuously. Both are rung to test the stamina of ringers both physically and mentally and often for a special occasion. They are very difficult to ring as the rules say, no stopping, no changing of ringers and a method must be rung with no serious errors.

On Wednesday 25th March 6 of our team rang a quarter peal at St Leonard’s. The first by an entirely local band for very many years. The idea to ring one came from the ringers AGM when some targets for 2026 were discussed, and a quarter peal was suggested.

Our team began at 8pm and the method was Plain Bob Doubles. A five-bell method rung on six bells as the Tenor bell rings the last place of every change. 5 of the team had rung quarter’s before at other churches but John hadn’t, it was to be his first.

44 minutes later the bells came back into rounds, and 1260 changes had been rung successfully. A great achievement for a Sunday service band. Also, with congratulations to John on ringing his first quarter peal.

As this was rung on the day that the new Archbishop of Canterbury was installed at Westminster Abbey it was decided to dedicate the ringing for that special event. These are the details that have appeared in the Ringing World. The photo is of the band in order LtoR with Liz holding Bob Major our mascot bear.

Yorkshire Association of Change Ringers
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Wortley St Leonard
Wednesday 25 March 2026 in 44 minutes. (Tenor 7-2-19 in B)

1260 Plain Bob Doubles

1 Liz Nuttall

2 Dawn L Johnson

3 Lynn Beevers

4 Alice Moody

5 Andrew Beevers (Conductor)

6 John Moody

Rung to mark the Installation of the Most Reverend and Rt. Honourable Dame Sarah Mullally as the 106th Archbishop of Canterbury.

First Quarter Peal 6

Spring Cleaning Day

The top room of the tower, the belfry or bell chamber is where the bells are. The louvre windows on each side are open slots to outside; they have to be for the sound to get out. It does however create some problems. Over time things blow inside. Dust and dirt, leaves off the trees, insects like flies and ladybirds. Plus, the walls are sandstone so there is continual slight shedding of sand from the surface of the stones. It reaches a point where it all has to be cleaned out so that the bells, fixtures and fittings the moving parts can all function correctly and be maintained.

Some of the team tackled this during the day one Wednesday in April. Wearing dust masks and overalls the floor under each bell was swept, not easy as it involves lying on the floor to wriggle under the bells. Next the ledges and surfaces were brushed down and then all the areas were finished off by vacuuming with an industrial hoover. Finally, the metal headstocks were washed down to make them gleam in their red paint. A couple of bin bags had to be carried down the tower to the bin at the end.

It was almost fun to do, and the belfry looks clean and tidy again.

Ringing for Easter
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For bell ringers ringing for Easter is always a special day. During Holy Week church bells are usually not rung at all. Then on Easter Sunday they ring out again to celebrate because Jesus died for our sins and then rose again. Our team rang all 8 bells before the Holy Communion service, and we had some easter presents. Easter bunnies specially knitted for us by Dawn with each one having inside a Cadbury’s Cream Egg.  There were enough for all the team, and we left the remaining ones for the church members and congregation to take with them. Needless to say, they did all go.

Tankersley Tower News

St Peter’s had a visit from Bishop Pete at the end of March to talk about St Paul’s Pilley, ending ministry there and to re-authorise Tankersley’s Focal Ministers after their 3 years in office. The bell ringers were on good form making sure the bells rang out in welcome as the Bishop arrived and walked through the churchyard into the church. The bells rang for 30 minutes before the service, and it was nice to have some appreciative comments from those who were there for Holy Communion.

Tankersley bells were ringing out to celebrate Easter Sunday, in thanksgiving for the resurrection. For bell ringers Easter is a special time to ring.

Learn to ring with us.  At either Wortley or Tankersley – Telephone Andrew our tower captain on: 07733005526, email: wortleytower@gmail.com or tankersleytower@gmail.com There are Facebook pages for Wortley and Tankersley bell ringers, Instagram feeds for both and Wortley ringers have a Twitter account now just called X, @Wortleytower.  Andrew will reply to you and arrange a visit, tower tour and training sessions.
